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Just What Are Websites Anyway?

Web sites have become the common calling
card of companies worldwide.
There are websites for nearly every product,
every project, every program. Video is
archived and streaming live. There are online
shopping malls, auction sites, bookstores,
videograms, and sites like MySpace,
FaceBook and Twitter are the standard fare
these days. And, they’re the most popular
sites on the web next to search engines.

It’s been
said that
if a company
isn’t on
Web Designers are building and maintaining
the web,
them. All of them. Web designers are
it doesn’t
becoming more valued employees than
exist.

people who work in sales. As Websites are
becoming more and more content rich, the
skills for web designers are becoming more
and more technical, and the days of simple
HTML are nearly gone, replaced by newer
technologies. For web designers, that means
more training, more knowledge, more pay.

There are millions upon millions of
companies that have websites, and more are
coming on line daily.
In this book, you’ll learn how to design a
website, and get it online in a weekend. A
process once completed, opens you or your
client’s product or service, up to the whole
world. Let’s get started.

Just What Are Websites Anyway?

A website is one big box with a bunch of
stuff inside. It can be just about any size but
we’ll focus on the most common size used
by over 90% of the people in the world.
Outside the box is the cover, or packaging.
It’s the first page you see when you come
to a website, and should not only identify
the contents of the box, but resemble what’s
Websites are inside in some way.
boxes with
The way people will find your website is
lots of stuff
inside. How called an address, and that address can be
people find
just about anything.
what’s in it is
up to you.

Although there are other ways of naming your
start page, we’ll focus on the basic “index’
name, and work our way up from there.
There are five lines of code that start every
website “I” design. This keeps it simple, and
does exactly what I need it to do.
<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY>
With just these five lines of code, voila! Your
website is ready to go. Now, let’s add some
text and pictures.

A grid is where you’re going to place your
text, pictures, menus, links, video, animation,
slideshow, etc.
First, let’s take a look at the grid.
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Chapter One

The size of your website will be determined
by the standards most sites are using today.
In the past, programmers were forced to
design sites based on different screen sizes
of the people viewing the site, but because
that is not a good way to make it happen,
new standards have emerged for just placing
content in the center, at a base size, and
leaving it at that.
That way, all the various browsers will most
likely show the site the same way. For the
purpose of programming your own site, lets
change your screen size to something else,
and then we’ll discuss the grid.
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